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INDUSTRY NEWS - Raketa Russian Code: Challenging Conventional Time Reading Sat, 26 October 2019 08:15

The Raketa "Russian Code" watch challenges the conventional clockwise pattern of time reading. 

Did you know that the laws of astronomy make the Earth and all the other planets turn in a counterclockwise direction around the Sun? This watch by the Raketa Watch Factory, based in St. Petersburg, Russia, offers a new
evolution of time-reading - where time moves in harmony with the natural counterclockwise movement in our solar system: a special automatic movement makes all the hands move in a reverse direction around the dial. 
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You can also notice the moon, at the tip of the second hand, turning counterclockwise around the Earth exactly like it does in reality. 

Why did someone decide that hands must move clockwise on a dial? 
The most common answer is apparently that the movement of the hands simply reflects the clockwise movement of the sun in the sky and of the shadow on the ground, that early people saw when reading time on sundials in
the northern hemisphere (in the southern hemisphere, they would go in the opposite direction). 

The reason why this important decision was taken by people in the northern hemisphere is simply because this is where 90% of the world population has always lived, including early watchmakers who developed clocks. 



Why this decision was wrong and why is it time to evolve: 
The first flaw with the above decision is that the sun itself doesn't actually move from left to right: it's an illusion - we move around the sun! 

The second problem is that if you take a much higher point of view - somewhere in space far above the Sun's northern hempisphere, from where the solar system is usually represented - you will see that all the planets rotate
anticlockwise around the sun. You will also see that the Earth and all the other planets (except Venus and Uranus) also spin around their axis in a counterclockwise direction. 

Consequently, keeping as a reference the same point of view as early watchmakers - which is the northern hemisphere - the movement of time should really reflect the natural counterclockwise movement in our solar system and
not the illusionary clockwise movement of the sun around the Earth. In an age where we all try to live in harmony with nature, wouldn't it be so much better to have a watch where time travels in accordance with the laws of
astronomy? 

Raketa decided that it was time for a new evolution of time reading that is ahead of its time. 

The Raketa "Russian Code" watch underlines the link between Raketa and space: the Raketa brand was created in 1961 in honor of the first manned flight in space by Yuri Gagarin (Raketa means "Space Rocket" in Russian).
Since then, the engineers and designers of Raketa were always inspired by space and there was always a tradition of making watches for cosmonauts (the "Baikonur" watch) and watches celebrating the solar system (the
"Copernicus" watch). 



Technical Specifications: Limited Edition of 300 Pieces Each 
The case, in stainless steel black or gold PVD, measures 40.5mm. It has a sapphire crystal, a display back, and it is water resistant to 50 meters. 

Movement is the Russian automatic Raketa in-house caliber 2615R with 24 jewels, 18,000 vph and a power reserve of 40 hours. The rotor features Cotes de Neva decoration. 

The dial features a depiction of the northen hemisphere. It has SuperLuminova hands and markers. 

It comes on a 22mm black or brown leather strap with a matching steel PVD buckle. 


